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COPY of CoBREspoKDENcii between the 
the Poor-law Commissionere of Ireland, 
of the Tuam Workhouse. 



Most Reverend Dr. MacHale 
on the Subject of the Chapea 



and 

iNcy 



— No. 1,— 

(No. 33,613/48. — Tuam Union.) 

Extracts from Minutes of the Board of Vice-Guardians of t6 June 1848. 

Report of visiting committee read as follows : 

the^h„“Iise'':rrf“ol"“‘‘’“‘" °f >>'■* ’'“ving visited 

* 

Read report of the master as follows : 

wo^^nt\!?i:reralttug‘"?ltd''u“;r^t 



,,, i\0. a. 

(No. 33,613/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians. 

Gentlemen, t^ommission Office, Dublin, 

With reference to the statements contained in the minutes of your proceedines 
on the 1 6th instant, respecting the non-attendance of the Roman-catholic chapifin 
at the workhouse o( the Tuam Union, and his neglect to report his visits the^rto 
I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 

workhouse"!Xs ^yth article of the 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Slanlet/, Secretary. 



— No. 3. ~ 

(No. 33,613/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend lu/ce Ryan, Roman-Catholic 
Chaplain of the Workhouse of Tuam Union. 

„ ... Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Reverend Sir, 23 June 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
poor in Ireland to forward to you the accompanying extracts (see No, i) from 
the minutes of proceedings of the Vice-guardians of the Tuam Union, on the 1 6th 
y°“*‘ attention to the duties of your office, as prescribed 
in the 67th article of the workhouse rules. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) iV, Stanley, Stcreidti-y, 

5*5- ^2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE 



— No. 4 . — 

(No. 33,613/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend Luke Ryan. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

■R ' lid Sir 1848. 

I AM'directed by the Commissioaers for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland to request your attention to their letter of the 23d ultimo, 
forwarding extracts from the minutes of the Vice-guardians of Tuain Union, from 
which it appeared that complaints had been made to them of the irregu arity of 
your attendance at the workhouse during the preceding week, as also 
lot make any report of your having visited the house or schools ; and I am directed 
to furnish you with further copies of the passages referred to (see No. 1 }, and to 
request you will favour the Commissioners witli your observations thereon. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 5. — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Letter from the Reverend Luke Ryan to the Commissioners. 

The Presbytery, Tuam, 4 August 1848. 

In reply to your communication of the 28th ultimo, I beg leave to state, that 
as I have been appointed chaplain to the Tuam workhouse by his Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, to him alone lam responsible for the discharge of the duties an- 
nexed to that office ; and if the Commissioners consider that they have aiw cause 
of complaint, I must refer them to his Grace, to whom I trust I will satisfactorily 
account for any charges of neglect which the Commissioners consider it their duty 

to prefer against me. „ 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Luke Ryan. 



— No. 6. — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend Luke Ryan. 

Poor-law Commission OfficCj Dublin, 
Reverend Sir, lo August 1 848. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ire- 
land have had under consideration your letter of the 4th instant, in which, in 
noticing the documents already forwarded to you (wherein it was recorded that 
you had not been in regular attendance at the workhouse during the week, 
although called upon lo give such attendance, and that you had not made any 
report of your having visited the house or schools), you state to the Commissioners 
that you have been appointed chaplain to the Tuam workhouse by his Grace the 
Archbishop of Tuam, and that to him alone you are responsible for the discliarge 
of the duties annexed to that office. 

In reference to your letter the Commissioners desire to oliserve, that although 
you are ecclesiastically responsible to his Grace' the Archbishop of Tuam for the 
discharge of the duties annexed to the office of chaplain of Tuam workhouse, 
and although without his Grace’s sanction you would not as his curate have con- 
sented to be appointed to that office, yet you stand likewise in a well-defined 
relation towards the Commissioners : you have, in a civil sense, been undoubtedly 
appointed chaplain solely by the Poor-law Commissioners, in an instrument bear- 
ing date the 19th day. of June 1846 ; you receive a salary from the poor-rates 
under the authority solely of that instrument; and you prhnd facie respon- 
sible to the Commissioners as well as to the Archbishop for the formal and external 
performance of the duties prescribed in Article 67 of the workhouse regulations. 
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The Commissioners transmit to yon herewith a copy of that article; and the 
Conimissiontrs cannot allow themselves to doubt that you will on reflection per- 
ceive that you ouglii lo give a direct explanation to the Commissioners on the 
subject, if they call your attention to the fact that any of the duties prescribed in 
that article have not' been performed by you. 

The relation in which you stand to the guardians of Tuam Union and to the 
Commissioners is analogous to the relation in which the Roman-catholic chaplain 
of a gaol stands to the Board of Superintendence and to the grand jury ; and the 
Commissioners are not aM'are that any such chaplain in Ireland would decline to 
give a direct answer to the Board of Superintendence in reference to a complaint 
concerning (he non-performance of any of the duties prescribed to him by the 
competent civil authority. 

Ihe Commissioners therefore request you, as a chaplain of Tuam workhouse, to 
give an explanation to the Conjinissioners in reference to the points adverted to 
by them in their comnuinicaiion of the 28th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) If. Stanley^ Secretary. 



— No. Q a. — 

Enclosure referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Duties of Chaplain. 

Article 67. The following shall be the duties of a chaplain of the workhouse : 

No. 1. To celebrate Divine service and to preach to the paupers every Sunday* 
and on such other days as may be directed by coiiipeteut authority. 

No. 2. To visit any sick pauper in the workhouse from time to time, and at 
all times when he may be applied to for that purpose by the master or matron. 

No. 3. To examine and catechize the children at least once in every month; 
and after each of such examinations to- record the same, and state the general 
progress of the children, in a book to be kept for that purpose, to . be laid before 
the Board of Guardians at their next ordinary meeting ; in which book the chaplain 
shall also insert the date of each of his attendances at the workhouse. 

Provided always, that it shall be lawful for the guardians, with the previous 
consent of the Poor-law Commissioners, to dispense with the performance of any 
of the duties specified in this article. 

Provided also, that nothing herein prescribed shall be construed to authorize 
any chaplain or other officer of the uorkhouse to act otherwise than in confor- 
mity with the provisions of the 49th section of the first recited Act. 



— No. 7 — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend Luke Ryan, 

Poor-law Commission Office^ Dublin, ■ 
Reverend Sir, 29 August 1 848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland lo call your ailention to their letter, bearing date the lOth 
inslant, requesting you, as chaplain of tiie wmrkhouse of the Tuam Union, to giv'e 
an exf)lanation to them in reference to the points advened to in their communi- 
cation of the 28th ultimo ; and I am to request that you will have the goodness 
to furnish them with an answer thereto. 

The Commissioners having on three several occasions applied to you for an 
explavmtiou relative to the entry on the Vice-guavdians’ minutes, they are desirous 
that yoii should not allow any further delay to take place in furnishing such ex- 
planation to them. 

By order of the Commissioners, • 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 

515- 3 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO IHE 



— No. S.— 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Letteu from the Commissioners to Captain Lahalmondiere, Temporary Poor-law 
Inspector, forwarding the foregoing Letter for delivery to Mr. Ryan. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 29 August 1 848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland to forward to you the accompanying letter addressed by 
them to the Reverend Luke Ryan, Roman-catholic chaplain to the workhouse of 
the Tuam Union ; and 1 am to request that you will be so good as to entrust it 
to the workhouse porter, who should take an opportunity of delivering it to the 
Rev. Mr. Ryan in person, and should then place on record a minute ofhavin<r so 
delivered it to that gentleman. ° 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley^ Secretary. 



— No. 9.— 

(No. 48,438)48.) . 

Extract from Minutes of Vice-Guardians, dated 1 September 1848. 

Captain Labalmondjere laid before the Board a letter from the Commis- 
sioners, requesting him to desire the workhouse porter to deliver a communica- 
tion enclosed therein, in person, to the Rev. Luke Ryan, Roman-catholic chaplain 
to the workhouse ; and also a written report from the porter that he had complied 
with the instructions given him, and had handed the letter to the reverend gentle- 
man on the 31st ultimo. 



— No. 10. — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend Luke Ryan. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Reverend Sir, 13 September 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have had under their consideration the various letters which they have addressed 
to you in reference to the statements recorded on the minutes of the Vice-'^uar- 
dians of Tuam Union on the 16th of June, to the effect that you never mad^ any 
report of your having visited the house or schools, and that you had not been in 
regular attendance at the workhouse during that week, although called upon to 
do so. ^ 

The Commissioners have likewise had under consideration the one letter, dated 
the 4th ultimo, in which you addressed them on the same subject. 

The Commissioners observe that you have not made any answer at all either 
to their letter of the 10th ultimo, or to their letter of the 29th ultimo, which they 
caused to be delivered to you by the porter of the workhouse, and in which they 
specially called your attention to their letter of the 10th ultimo, and to the letter 
which they addressed to you on the 28th of July. 

In reviewing all the circumstances of your conduct in reference to the above- 
menHoned letters, the Commissioners are of opinion that you have been guilty of 
contumacy towards them, and of a violation of the implied conditions on which 
you accepted from them the appointment of Roman-catholic chaplain of Tuatn 
workhouse, |lnd have since, in pursuance of that appointment, been in the receipt 
of a salary from the poor-rates. ^ 

The Commissioners have deemed it therefore their duty to sever their official 
connexion with you ; and they accordingly transmit to you herewith a formal order 
under their hands and seal, by which instrument the Commissioners remove you 
from the office of Roman-catholic chaplain of Tuam workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 
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~ 10 a- — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Copy Ohdeb referred to in foregoing Letter. 

TuAM UNlOIf. 

,, -r, 1 T , (Removal of Chaplain.) 

To the Reverend Zw/te Ryan-, to the paid Officers acting in execution of fhp 

fo^the if i '" °f ‘lie Tuam Union ; to the Clerk or ClerL 

o the Justices of the Petty Sessions held for the Division or Divisions in which 

fnd toTh ^ comprised within the said Union are situlted^ 

and to all others whom it may concern : ““uaieo , 

Lorf'TR'ffi fh/V''*'’? ’ 9 *’’ “ the year of our 

Loid 1846, the Poor-law Commissioners, in pursuance of the nrovisions of 
an Act passed m the second year of the reign of Her presen Maiesto oLen 

n Iieland, did appoint the Reverend Luke Ryan, being a clervyrnan of the 
• “,“i‘"‘‘^“*!'“hc church, to be a chaplain of the workhouse of the Tuam Union 

clLfs'steto --S”’ - remo:ed“by"tterd 

nooff T’ for administering the laws for relief of the 

Cn frfm toe’nt”fl™^'‘-‘‘ ■'cmove^he said Reverend loU 

Kyan from the oftce of chaplain of the said workhouse : 

Now therefore, in exercise of the powers vested in us in this behalf we do 

°f .he 

^LorliTM.™'' September, in the year of our 

(signed) E. T. B. Twisleton. 

T. N. Redington. 



— No. 11. — 

(No. 42,910/48.) 

Leiiee from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr. 

Roman-Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 



MacHale, 



M , . Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

liy Lord, 13 September 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
™ f 'j'nnd to transmit herewith, for your Grace’s information, the copy of a 
coirespondence whicli the Commissioners have had with the Rev. Luke Rran of 
uam, which has terminated by the Commissioners removing him from the office 
of chaplain of Tuam Union workhouse. 

which have led the Commissioners to sever their official connexion 
with Mr. Ryan will be so paddy understood by your Grace, on a perusal of the 
lOriespondence, tliat the Commissioners do not deem it necessary to dwell upon 
them ui this letter. They will merely observe that they have felt much pain in 
removing Mr. Ryan from his office ; but they could not fail to perceive that Mr. 
Kyan s contumacy towards them was too flagrant to leave them any other alterna- 
tive than the course which they have actually adopted. 

In conclusion, tile Commissioners take this opportunity of stating that they will 
he obliged to your Grace if you will be so good as to acquaint them with the name 

a I * n clergyman whom you would recommend as a successor to 

Mr. Ryan. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JV, Stanley, Secretary, 
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— No. 12. 

(No. 51.273/48.) 

Letter from the Very Reverend Thomas MacHale, d.d., to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Tiiam, 16 September 1848. 

In the absence of the Archbishop of Tuam I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of a communication addressed by the Commissioners to his Grace, on the removal 
of Rev. Mr. Ryan from the office of chaplain to the Tuam workhouse ; and to 
inform the Commissioners that I have already forwarded a detailed report on the 
subject of their letter to his Grace. 

No other clergyman can be named to the vacant chaplaincy until the Arch- 
bishop’s sentiments on the matter are ascertained. 

In the meantime all the duties of chaplain, with the exception of mass on 
Sundays, devolve on the clergyman of the parish, who will be found punctual in 
attending when called on. It is not too much to expect that the Commissioners 
will give ordei s to have the paupers sent, on Sundays and other days ol obligation, 
to the cathedral, to assist at the celebration of mass ; an imperative duty of all who 
profess the Catholic religion. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Thomas MacHale^ d.d., &c. 



— No. 13.— 

(No. 51,273/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Very Reverend Thomas MacHale, d. d. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Very Reverend Sir, 19 September 1848. 

I directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, 
in reference to the removal of the Rev. Mr. Ryan from the office of Roman- 
catholic chaplain to the workhouse of the Tuam Union ; and I am to inform you 
that the Commissioners will give their attentive consideration to the proposal con- 
tained in your communication, respecting the attendance of the Roman-catholic 
inmates of the workhouse at the cathedral, for the prupose of assisting in the 
celebration of mass. At the same time they would suggest for your considera- 
tion, whether one of the Roman-catholic clergymen of Tuam might not be willing 
to discharge the duties of chaplain of the w’orkhouse pro tempore, until an 
answer is received from his Grace the Archbishop. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W, Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 13 a. — 

(No. 51,800/48.) 

Extract from Minutes of an adjourned Meeting of the Board of Vice-Guardians 
19 September 1848. 

The master reported that no Roman-catholic clergyman attended on Sunday 
jast ; and that he had read prayers. 



— No. 14.— 

(No. 51,997/48.) 

Letter from the Very Reverend Thomas MacHale, d. d., to the Commissioners. 

Tuam, 20 September 1848. 

In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, I beg to inform the Commissioners 
for. me relief of the poor in Ireland, that, pending the decision of the Archbishop 
of Tuam on the removal of Rev. Mr, Ryan from the chaplaincy of the Tuam 

workhouse, 
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Ryan, as one of iL clerLnen nf t provided the Rev. Mr. 

found convenient that he Sould «/te H “'''“ded. when it shall be 

tion be allowed fot tL elianee o remunera- 
obliged to attend. ^ ^ ^ “’'y otherwise 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) Thorms MacHale, n. n. 



— No. 15 . — 

(No. 51,997/48.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Very Reverend Thomas MacHak, d.d. 
Very Reverend Sir Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

As toThf T f “ »"<= of «'s parochial clergymen. 
of'Vhe'n request for remuneration, I am directed to state that the salarv 
rLsine^ >1^’ *='eii 5 oI. per annum ; and while the office 

lemains in abeyance, the Commissioners will authorize the Vice-guardians to nlace 

;aSfrr‘;r;: “ thr^oii oF‘?s 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Slanhy, Secretary. 



, — No. 16 . — 

(No. 2,916/49.) 

Extract from Minutes of the Board of Vice-Guardians of lo January 1849. 

The Rev. Luke Ryan, Roman-catholic clergyman, applied to the Vice 
guardians for payment of his salary. Resolved. Sat a cheqSrbe dLn on th" 

!a™run"to*^“thfd‘i^^'/lv'’ Ionian-catholic cha^ 

lain up to the date of his disnrissal under seal, viz. September 1 2tb. ^ 

to •'<= 



— No. 17 . — 

(No. 2,916/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Vice-Guai dians. 

Gentlemen Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

trentlemen, , ,. , 23 Januarv 1 840, 

iHE Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have had before them minutes of your proceedings of the toll, instant, in which 
you lequest to be informed as to the payment of salary claimed by the Rev. Luke 
5 * 5 ’ B r> 

Kyan, 
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Ryan, for religious service performed at tlie vvorklionse from tlie date of his re- 
moval’ from the office of Eoman-catlioiic chaplain at tlip workhouse until the 2,5th 

December last. r ■ ■ u 

In reference thereto the Commissioners recommend you, in contormiiy with 
their letter to the Very Rev. Thomas MacHale, of the 22cl September (No. 15), 
of which a copy is herewith enclosed, to pay to him, to be distributed amongst 
the Roman- catholic clergymen of the parish of Tuam who have officiated at the 
workhouse since tlie Kev. Mr. Ryan’s removal, a sura which is equivalent to the 
rale of salary of the late chaplain between the date of Mr, Ryan’s removal from 
office, namely, the 12th of last September, and the 25th ultimo. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanle;^, Secretary. 



— No. 18 . — 

(No. 2,916/49.) ^ 

Letter from tlie Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr. MacHale, Roman- 
Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord, 23 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
poor in Ireland to call your Grace’s attention to their letter of the 1 3th September 
last, relative to the Roman-catholic chaplaincy of the Tuam Union workhouse, in 
which they requested that your Grace would be good enough to acquaint them 
with the name of the Roman-catholic clergyman whom you would recommend as 
successor to the Rev. Mr. Ryan ; and in reference to that letter I am to state, that 
during the absence of your Grace from the union, the Commissioners sanctioned 
a provisional arrangement for the discharge of the duties which belong to the office 
of Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse. The time, however, has now 
arrived when it is desirable to appoint a regular chaplain, and the Commissioners 
are desirous of being acquainted with the name of the Roman-catholic clergyman 
whom your Grace would recommend for the office, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley^ Secretary. 



— No. 19 .— 

(No. 6,197/49-) 

Extract from Minutes of the Board of Vice-Guardians of 24th January 1 849. 

Read letter to the Vice-guardians, No. 2,916, dated 23d January ; 

With reference to the salary to be paid to the Roman-catholic clergymen act- 
ing as chaplains to the. workhouse since the 1 2th of September last, and enclo.sing 
copy of a letter from Poor-law Commissioners to the Rev. Thomas M'Hale, sanc- 
tioning the payment of the salary at the rate of 50/. per annum to the parochial 
clergy for performing the duties ordered ; 

That the Poor-law' Commissioners be informed that the salary of the former 
chaplains was 60/. per annum, and the Vice-guardians wish to be informed, are 
they to pay them at that rate. 



— No. 20 . — 

(No. 6,197/49-) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, _ 6 February 1849. 

With reference to your minute of the 24th ultimo, relative to the amount to 
be paid to the Romaii-catholic clergymen who have officiated as chaplains at the 
workhouse of the Tuam Union since the removal of the late chaplain (the Rev. 

Mr. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CHAPLAINCY OF THE TUAM WORKHOUSE. n 

reliefrfTh; °“"""'®ioners for administering the laws for 

Lfthel f V '? to such cierSymm, wi 1 be 

at the same rate of salary as that of the late chaplain, namely, 6o/net In 
nstead of 50/., madvenently stated in the copy of the letter eLlLd to you w ”h 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 23d ultimo. ^ “ 



By order, 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No, 21. — 

(No. 3,916/49.) 

Lettok from the Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians. 



Gentlemen, y Tetaa 

AnvEuTiNG to the letter addressed to you on the 33d uItimo,"^relative to the 
provisional arranpnent for the discharge of the duties which belong to the office 
of Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse of the Tuam Unifn, the cfm- 
missioriers for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland desire to 
stoe that they deem that arrangement to be now at an end, and they are at the 

chTnl eppo’intment of a regular 

chaplain they will be unable to sanction the payment from the poor-rates of any 
sum for the performance of the duties of El'^an-catholic chaplain of the wmk^ 

ArltH- htiEe written to the same effect to the Roman-catholic 

Archdeacon ofTiiam; and theCommissiuriers 
request that you will direct this letter to be entered at length on vour minutes 



By order, See. 

(signed) JV. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 22. — 

(No. 2,yt6/4!J.) 

Lettek from tlic Coinmissiotier.s to tlie Most Reverenil Dr. MarHnU 
Roman-Catholic Ardihialiop of Tuam. ’ 

,, . , Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, ^ February 1849. 

Auverting to the letters addressed to your Grace on the 13th September 
1848, and 23d ultimo, the Commissioners for administering the law s for relief of 
the poor in Ireland are desirous of acquainting your Grace, that they deem the 
provisional arrangement for the discharge of the duties which belong to the office 
of Roman-catholic chaplain of Tuam Union workhouse, to be now at an end and 
they are at the same time under the necessity of stating, that until the appoint- 
ment of a regular chaplain (concerning which the Commissioners have addressed 
your Grace in their letter above mentioned), they will be unable to sanction the 
payment from the poor-rates of any sum for the performance of the duties of 
Koirian-catholic chaplain of the workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 23. — 

(No. 2,916/49, and No, 42.910/48.) 

Lbtteh from the Comiiiissioners to the Venerable James MacHak, d.d. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin 
Venerable Sir 7 February 1 849. 

Adverting to the letters addressed to you on the 19th .ind 33d September 
last, relative to the provisional arrangement for the discharae of the duties which 
belong to the office of Romaii-calholic chaplain of the workhouse of the Tuam 

Union, 
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Union, the Commissioners for administering tlje laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland are desirous of acquainting you that they deem that arrangement to be 
at an end, and they are at the same time under the necessity of stating, that until 
the appointment of a regular chaplain they will be unable to sanction the payment 
from the poor-rates of any sum for the performance of the duties of Roman- 
catholic chaplain of the workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley^ Secretary. 



— No. 24 . — 

(No. 11,631/49.) 

Extracts from Minutes of the Board of Vice-Guardians, of 14 February 1849. 

It appearing from the master’.s report tliat the Roman-catholic chaplain did 
not attend to celebrate mass on Sunday last : 

Ordered , — That, in the event of the Roman-catholic chaplain not attending on 
Sunday next, the master take the paupers to mass, the women at nine o’clock, 
the boys and girls at 11 o’clock, and the men at 12 o’clock. 

Read the following letter from the Poor-law Commissioners : 

Gentlemen, 

Adverting to the letter addressed to you on the 23d ultimo, relative to the 
provisional arrangement for the discharge of the duties which belong to the office 
of Roman-catholic chaplain of the workhouse of Tuam Union, the Commis- 
sioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland desire to state 
that they deem that arrangement to be now at an end, and they are at the same 
time under the necessity of stating, that until the afipointment of a regular 
chaplain they will be unable to sanction the payment from the poor-rates of any 
sum for the performance of the duties of Roman-catholic chaplain to the work- 
house. The Commissioners have written to the same effect to the Roman-catholic 
Archbishop and to the Roman-catholic Archdeacon of Tuam; and the Commis- 
sioners request that you will direct this letter to be entered at length on your 
minutes. 



— No. 25 . — 

(No. 11,643/49-) 

Lettek from the Most Reverend Dr. MacHaie, Roman-Catholic Archbishop of 
Tuam, to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Tuam, 19 February 1849. 

I AM directed by the Archbishop of Tuam to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the 7th instant and of the 23d of last month, as well as of that bearing 
date the 13th September, addressed in his absence to his Grace, informing him of 
the dismissal ot the Rev. Mr. Ryan from the chaplaincy of the workhouse by the 
Commissioners, without a single complaint having been, previously to this step, 
kid before him, as his ecclesiastical superior, of the neglect of any of the duties 
which he had to discharge. This letter furiher states that the Commissioners will 
be obliged to his Grace if he will be good enough to acquaint them with the 
name of the clergyman he would recommend as successor to the Rev. Mr. Ryan, 
thus dismissed without informing his Grace beforehand of the grounds of this 
summary process, or giving him an opportunity of investigating why a successor 
should be sought. 

If the documents were not before him, attesting this extraordinary proceeding, 
the Archbishop would with difficulty be persuaded that any body of men could so 
far forget the relation of a Catholic clergyman to his ordinary, as to assume the 
strange power ot suspending him from the discharge of any of his duties on the 
ground of. negligence or inattention, without first submitting those grounds to the 
judgment of hi.s superior. This rightful jurisdiction of being the judge of the 
fulfilment or negie.ct of those duties which the clergy owe to their flocks wherever 

found. 
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the capacity of pastors or chaplains, belongs, the Commissioners 
must know, alone to the b.shop, a right which no salary, on the force of whS 

tt'saTar'rsS reT'’ <i° prh^ ht of 

Kioit -n ” pleasure, but until dismissed or suspended bv his 

n .S' exclusively named by him to that office, tL only p Jrson 

qualified to discharge the duties of a chaplain. ^ 

I am instructed by the Archbishop to inform the Commissioners, that fully 

S“aTn a®sma Unrr "f ‘f’ "‘‘hholdiiig from the Catholic 
chaplain a small portion of those taxes that are levied, to a large extent on a 

‘heir assumption of dismissing or sus- 
hc 5 th ‘'hj‘P'““' apprauted by him to administer sacraments to the pom Catho- 
e 5 ‘he workhouse and that the Rev. Mr. Ryan still remains, though he Sd 
wVXfnnr ‘'“heworkbouse, thedufcofwhiohhe 

The A tcM- t,'* discharge, in union with the rest of the parochial clergy. 

rfco5ra5 un5?trl‘°d™‘’','t' not tried, and presumed innocent, 

ot course, until tried, either appoint a successor or, to use die language of the 

and"exn5e",b"’ ^ gratuitous imputation on the one 

niivht sffif th*'" phfP® aueeession to similar indignities, as it 

niijit suit the caprice of the Commissioners, emboldened by the success of their 
fiist unwarrantable encroachment, to trample on the legitimate authority of the 
bisliops of the Catholic church. Should the Couimissiooers, then, persist in sus- 
na5cbFl5"‘' dividing the small pittance of salary among the 

d 5 t he It ,‘P’ ^ “ “’"""“"■“‘e. <m the part of the Archbishop, 

that he will then expect all the paupers m the Motkhouse, not prevented by sick- 

cSr’ch° holidays of obligation, and hear mass in the parochial 

Your obedient servant, 

John JkI‘Evil^, 

Professor, St. Jarleth’s College. 



— No. 26 . — 

(No. 11,643)49.) 

I-ETTEII from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr. MmHaU, Roman- 
Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. ' 

,, T Poor-law Coinmission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord 5 March 1849. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the fjoor lu Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, dated the lotb ultimo 
which the Rev. Mr. M'Eviiy has addressed to them in your Grace’s name, con- 
cerning the dismissal of the Rev. Luke Ryan from the Roman-catholic chapiaincv 
01 luam workhouse, and the request ot the Commissioners that you would be 
good enough to recommend to them a successor to that office. 

With regard to the dismissal of the Rev. Mr. Uyaii, the Commissioners cannot 
but feel sensible, that, if the known facts which led to his dismissal have failed 
at once to convince your Grace of the propriety of the course adopted by them 

towards that reverend gentleman, it-would be useless for the Commissioners to 
enter into any reasonings on the subject. Thej will merelv observe, that, while 
standing m a well-defined civil relation towards them under'a civil instruaient of 
appointment, and receiving a salary from the poor-rates solely in consequence of 
that instrument, he was guilty of flagrant contumacy towards them, and so far 
forgot the common rules of respect and courtesy as not even to answer or acknow- 
ledge some of their letters. 

Undei these circumstances, the Commissioners had no alternative but to dismiss 
him formally from his office for his unmistakeable violations of duly. They need 
scarcely add, that under ordinary circumstances they would previously, as a mat- 
ter of course, have communicated with your Grace on the subject; but the con- 
duct of Mr. Ryan towards them was so very peculiar that they did not deem 
themselves at libeity to address you on his case, inasmucli as by so doing they 
would have taken the very step which Mr. Ryan was evidently desirous to force 
upon them, and tiiey would thus liave indirectly sanctioned pretensions on bis 
part whicli it was tlieir bounden duty to rebuke and to repel. 

515. B 3 In 
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In reference to the future arrangements for the religious worship of the Ronmn- 
catholic paupers, the Cormnissioners have to state that they must decline to sanc- 
tion those paupers leaving the workhouse to go and hear mass in the parochial 
church. They have no objection, however, to mass being performed in Tuam 
workhouse, without remuneration from the poor-rates, by any clergyman or clergy- 
men whom your Grace may appoint for the purpose j and the Commissioners are 
still ready to confer the office of chaplain of Tuam workhouse, with all its civil 
privileges, on any one whom your Grace may recommend to them, with the excep- 
tion of the Rev. Luke Ryan. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Stanhy^ Secretary. 



— No. 27. — 

(No. 21,337/49.) 

Extract from Report of Vice-Guardians of 28 March 1849. 

Wb beg to bring before your notice, that in consequence of there being no 
Roman-cathoiic chaplain we are obliged to continue to send the paupers to cliapel 
on Sunday. This is most objectionable for many reasons; amongst others, it gives 
an opportunity to the paupers of stealing the property of the union, and although 
the strictest watch is kept, we have reason to believe that many articles have been 
made away with. 



— No. 28.— 

(No. 2], 337/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr, MacHale, Roman- 
Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, 12 April 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
desire to draw Uie attention of your Grace to their letter of the 5th ultimo, in 
whicl], on acknowledging the receipt of a communication from the Rev. John 
M'Evily, on the part of your Grace, they adverted to the considerations by which 
they felt compelled, in the legal exercise of their civil authority, to remove the 
Rev, Luke Ryan from the office of Roman-catholic chuplain of the Tuam Union 
workhouse, and at the same time expressed their readiness to confer the office, 
Avith its civil privileges, on any other clergyman whom your Grace might recom- 
mend to them. 

The Commissioners also beg to refer to their letter of the 13th of September 
last, with which they transmitted to your Grace copies of a correspondence had 
with the Hev. Mr, Ryan, at first in reference to his neglect of the duties of 
Roraan-catholic chaplain, and finally to his contempt to their legal authority in 
declining to reply to their letters respecting his omission to perform duties pre- 
scribed by them in pursuance of the 48th section of the Act 1 & 2 Viet., cap. 56, 
under which they appointed him to the office. 

As the Commissioners’ letter of the 5th ultimo has not led to any communication 
from your Grace, or any provision for the celebration of mass in the workhouse, 
the religious instruction ot the inmates, or ministration to the sick; and as, iu con- 
sequence of the occurrence of much irregularity from permitting the inmates to 
attend at tlie celebration of mass in the Roman-catholic parish church, it has been 
found necessary to withdraw the direction given for that purpose, the Commis- 
sioners have deemed it right, under these circumstances, to instruct their inspector, 
Mr. Bourke,, to tender the office of Roman-cathoiic chaplain to such clergyman, 
other than the Rev. Luke Ryan, officiating in the parish, as he shall consider first 
entitled to preference, under the enactment already referred to ; and they trust that 
your Grace will enable Mr. Bourke to carry their intention into speedy effect, so 
that the regular performance of religious duties in the workhouse may be resumed 
as soon as practicable. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Stanley, Secretary, 
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-- No. 29. — » 

(No. 21,337/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Bourke, Poor-law Inspector. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
m , . 12 April 1849. 

1 j ? Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ire- 
land forward to you herewith a copy of a letter this day addressed to the Roman- 
catholic Archbishop of Tuam, with respect to the appointment of a Roman- 
catholic chaplain for the workhouse of Tuam Union; and they request that you 
will immediately proceed to the union, and offer the office to such Roman-catholic 
clergyman, other than .the Rev. Luke Ryan, officiating in the parish, as you 
shall consider first entitled to preference, under the 48th section of the Act i & 2 
\ let., c. 56 ; and m case of his refusal of it, then to tender the office in succession 
m all the other Roman-catholic clergymen officiating in the parish, except the 
Kev. Luke Ryan. The salary is to be 60^. a year. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 30. — 

(No. 21,337/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Vice-Guardians. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 14 April 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ire- 
land have had before them your report of the 28th ultimo, relating to the Tuam 
Union; and with reference to the inconvenience caused by your being obliged to 
send the paupers to chapel on Sunday, which practice appears by a subsequent 
communication to have been discontinued, I am directed to slate that the Com- 
missioners approve of your not permitting the inmates to attend mass ; and I am 
to inform you that the Commissioners have directed their inspector, Mr. Bourke, 
to proceed to Tuam, and offer the office of Roman-catholic chaplain of the work- 
house to such Roman-catholic clergyman, otlier than the Rev. Luke Ryan, 
officiating in the parish, as he shall consider first entitled to preference, under the 
48th section of the Act 1 k 2 Vict., c. 56 ; and in case of his refusal of it, then to 
tender the office in succession to all the Roman-catholic ciergyinen officiatino- 
in the parish, except the Rev. Luke Ryan. The salary is to be 60A a jear. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley, Secretary. 



— No. 31. — 

(No. 25,063/49.) 

Letter from the Most Reverend Dr. MacHak, Roman-Catholic Archbishop 
of Tuam, to the Commissioners. 

Sir, The College, Tuam, 16 April 1849. 

I AM directed by the Archbishop to acknowledge your letter of the 12th instant, 
and the other of the 15th ultimo, relative to the chaplaincy of the Tuam work- 
house, As these communications refer to the letter of the 15th February, which 
I had the honour of addressing to you in his name, his Grace is satisfied that he 
has not left the Commissioners in ignorance of the reasons why they should not 
take on themselves to remove from the discharge of spiritual duties any clergy- 
man, without a previous intimation of his real or imputed neglect of such duties 
to the ordinary from whom his spiritual authority was derived. 

To his spiritual superior the Rev. Mr. Ryan referred the Commissioners, as 
the proper judge of the due discharge of spiritual duties, and it appears that this 
legitimate reference is the “ contumacy” of which they complain, and that the 

515. 114 exercise 
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exercise of episcopal authority, which cannot i>e surrendered, constitutes those 
“pretensions” which they are resolved “ to rebuke and to repel.” 

By such a rash and unwarrantable proceeding the Commissioners have taken 
a false step, and one, could it be successful, of a schismatical tendency, calculated 
to introduce disorder into the workhouse, and the Archbishop should naturally 
require that this step be retraced by the Commissioners before any further pro- 
ceeding. But if the Commissioners persist in not acquiescing in a requisition 
which the interests of religion demand, the Commissioners cannot complain of 
irregularity whilst they strive to strike at the root of spiritual jurisdiction. 

The Commissioners, however, will bear in mind, that previously to this irregu- 
larity complained of in their letter of the I2th of April, they have declared in 
their communication to the Archbishop of the 8th March, without reference to 
any cause, “ that they must decline to sanction those paupers leaving the work- 
house to go and hear mass in the parochial church.” The poor inmates, then, 
must be made to bear, as a consequence of their irregularity, the responsibility of 
a resolution which the Commissioners had previously formed and officially 
avowed- 

The last communication of the Commissioners, intimating that they have in- 
structed their inspector to tender the office of chaplain to such officiating clergy- 
man in the parish as he shall consider first entitled to preference, as it exceeds 
in extravagance almost any lay pretension to ecclesiastical jurisdiction on record, 
he forbears for the present qualifying in the manner it deserves. In order to 
make “ provision fur the celebration of mass in the workhouse, or the religious 
instruction of the inmates, or ministration to the sick,” the Poor-law Commis- 
sioners instruct an inspector, Mr. Bourke, to tender the office of duly discharging 
all those duties to a Catholic clergyman, in defiance of the solemn and recorded 
repudiation of the ordinary of any such unwarrantable assumption ; and yet they 
express a hope that the Archbishop will sanction such an act of aggression on his 
legitimate authority. Little do the Commissioners know the spirit of the Catholic 
church if they could suppose that any priest in the parish, or in the entire 
diocese, would undertake such an unholy office. In ministering to the sick, or 
dispensing religious instruction to any portion of their flocks, the clergy do not 
require the stimulus of a legal stipend ; those duties they faithfully discharge 
amidst pestilence and contagion. The Commissioners have ample duties to per- 
form ill providing for the sustenance of the poor, without burdening themselves 
with spiritual duties and responsibilities that do not belong to them. Notwith- 
standing their care, the poor are perishing in numbers in and out of the work- 
house. It is enough that lives are lost in thousands under the provisions of the 
law to save them, but the Archbishop will not suffer that the more valuable 
interests of the religion of the people should be sacrificed by an unauthorized 
usurpation, on the part of any functionaries, of its most sacred rights and duties, 

I have, &c, 

(signed) JoMi M^Evil^, Secretary, 



— No. 32. — 

(No. 25,275/49.) 

Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor-law Inspector, to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Tuam Union, Tuara, 17 April 1849. 

^In pursuance of the instructions conveyed in your letter of the 12th instant. 
No. 21,337, have tendered to the two Roman-catholic clergymen, ivho, in con- 
junction with the Rev. Luke Ryan, constitute the officiating ministers of that reli- 
gion in the parish of Tuam, the office of chaplain to the Tuam workhouse.- The 
offer has been declined by both in turn upon the same grounds, viz. that they 
cannot accept of the appointment without the sanction of their Archbishop, and 
that in consequence of his previous refusal to recommend a successor to the Rev. 
Luke Ryan, they feel unwilling to make any application for his permission. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Bourke. 
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— No. 33 . — 

(No. 25,063/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr. MacHale, 
Roman-Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord Archbishop, 24 April 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ire- 
land have received your. Grace’s letter of the 16th instant, signed by the Rev. 
John M'Evily, in reply to their letters of the 12th instant and 15th ultimo. 

The Commissioners have likewise before them a Report from their inspector, 
Mr. Bourke, to the effect that be has tendered the office of Roman-catholic 
chaplain of Tuam workhouse to two Roman-catholic clergymen entitled to pre- 
ference as acting in the parish of Tuam, and that they have each declined that 
office on the ground that they cannot accept it without the sanction of their 
Archbisiiop, and that in consequence of his previous refusal to recommend a suc- 
cessor to the Rev. Luke Ryan, they feel unwilling to make any application for his 



permission. 

The Commissioners regret to find that your Grace continues to maintain the 
propriety of the views on which the Rev. Mr. Ryan acted, in repudiating the 
authority of the Commissioners, and refusing to hold himself directly accountable 
to the Commissioners for the performance of the prescribed duties of the office 
of chaplain, in consequence of which the Commissioners removed him from that 
office. 

Your Grace’s determination to support Mr. Ryan in this act of contumacy 
towards the Commissioners, and to prevent any other Roman-catholic clergyman’s 
acceptance of the chaplaincy, must now lead to one of the following alternatives ; 
either the inmates of the workhouse must fail to obtain that spiritual assistance 
which it was tiie intention of the law to provide for them at the charge of the 
poor-rates, or it must be administered to them by the Roman-catholic clergymen 
of the parish as a part of the parochial duty, and without the stipend usually- 
annexed to the office of chaplain. 

Your Grace appears to consider that the Commissioners have committed an 
act of aggression on the legitimate authority of the ordinary in two respects : first, 
in removing a chaplain without his assent; and, secondly, tendering the vacant 
office of Roman-catholic chaplain to the other clergymen -who are eligible by 
preference to that office, under the 48th section of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56. 

Now, it is the invariable practice of the Commissioners, in deference to the 
ecclesiastical authority of the ordinary, to consult his wishes as to the particular 
clergyman whom he would wish to be invested with the office of Roman-catholic 
chaplain. 

This courtesy in the case of the Rev. Mr. Ryan appears to have led that gentle- 
man to assert that he received bis appointment from your Grace, and that he 
would hold himself accountable to your Grace alone for the manner in which he 



performed its duties. 

After Mr. Ryan’s removal, the Commissioners requested your Grace to recom- 
mend to them the clergyman whom, as ordinary of the diocese, your Grace might 
wish to be appointed by the Commissioners to the vacant chaplaincy ; which 
request your Grace has refused to comply with, on the ground that Mr. Ryan 
could not be removed without the consent of the ordinary, and that consequently 
he still remains the only pex-son qualified to discharge the duties of chaplain. 

The Commissioners regret that your Grace should take a view of this question 
so entirely different from that which the Conimissioners have felt themselves 
officially bound to adopt; for by the 48th section of the Act of Parliament above 
cited, the Commissioners are required to take order for the due performance of 
religious service in the workhouse, and to appoint fit persons to be chaplains for 
that purpose, to hold their respective offices during the pleasure of the Com- 
missioners.” ^ . 1 • , 

Your Grace’s proposition is, that the Commissioners should place in the hands 
of the ordinary the absolute exercise of both the powers with which they are thus 
expressly clothed by the statute, namely, the power of appointment and the 
power of removal of chaplains; but this the Commissioners most respectfully 
decline to do, so long as the law continues in its present state. 
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As regards the tender made of the office of chaplain to the other Roman- 
catholic clergymen in the parish, the Commissioners felt it incumbent on them, 
under the provisions above cited, to do all in their power to procure the appoint- 
ment of a Roman-catholic chaplain to the workhouse. They regret that they 
have not succeeded in doing so; but the ground alleged by those reverend gentle- 
men for not accepting the office has now placed beyond all doubt the cause of the 
non-appointment of a Roman-catholic chaplain of Tuam workhouse, and leaves 
the responsibility of the present state of things resting entirely on your Grace. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William Stanle^y Secretary. 



— No. 34. — 

(No. 29,522/49.) 

Letter from the Most Reverend Dr. MacHale, Roman-Catholic Archbishop of 
Tuam, to the Commissioners. 

The College, Tuam, 4 May 1 849. 

From the repetition of the same feeble subterfuges by which the Commissioners, 
in their letter of the 24th instant, attempt to palliate their unjustifiable assaults on 
spiritual authority, it must be obvious that their aim is not to recognize the juris- 
diction of a bishop whenever they pay a salary to a chaplain, but, in case this 
inalienable jurisdiction is vindicated, to defraud the labourers, under the colour of 
a bigoted law, of that fair and just remuneration to which they are entitled from 
the discharge of the most severe and onerous duties. 

From their recent epistle, as well as from their schismatical and frustrate 
efforts, through their inspector, to appoint another chaplain, it would appear 
that they were under the impression that to them alone belonged the exclusive 
right of appointing and removing, in the workhouses, the chaplains ; and that if 
any others were communicated with as to the choice, bishops and priests and 
people should, no doubt, be beholden to them for the condescension of their 
extraordinary courtesy. 

, The Commissioners will allow me to remind them that their origin is rather re- 
cent for such lofty pretensions, and that their bigoted law, which all the mighty 
exertions of the late Mr. O’Connell and other enlightened Members of the 
House of Commons were not able to harmonize with the freedom of the Gospel 
in consequence of the opposition they encountered, is still entirely powerless to 
supersede the ancient laws of the Catholic church, and those apostolical consti- 
tutions by which the divine right of the episcopal authority, which the Commis- 
sioners are so eager to overthrow, is guarded and sustained. 

It may not, then, be amiss to remind them that the Archbishop of Tuam, 
together with the other archbishops and bishops of Ireland, entirely from Divine 
right, and not at all from the courtesy of the civil law, much less from the 
courtesy of its civil functionaries, to which some of them seem stranc^ers, 
appointed the clergy of their dioceses to perform their respective sacerdotal func- 
tions in every department in which they were employed; and that, invested with 
the same right, and regardless of any penal enactments, they will continue to 
exercise the same power when that of such ephemeral functionaries as Poor-law 
Commissioners shall have passed away. 

So chaplains, without reference to the ordinary as to the mo.de in which they 
perform their spiritual duties towards their flocks in the workhouses, are to hold 
their situations during the good pleasure of the Commissioners 1 No doubt they 
will continue to receive their salaries during the good pleasure of the Commis- 
sioners, until coerced by a superior authority ; and as they are probably ignorant 
of dispositions so generous as to perform duties without a pecuniary stipend, 
hence their novel and strange notions, confounding the money with the office, 
and fancying that the chaplains hold their office only during their good plea- 

It is not difficult to find officials labouring to pervert the faith of the inmates; 
there may be instances too in which they have proved themselves indifferent to 
their morality. The zeal and virtue of the Catholic chaplain, which won the con- 
fidence ct his flock and the approval of. his bishop, in guarding that flock against 

seduction. 
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sedi^tioD, were found in some instances not to be looked on in the same light by 
the Commissioners. The law or the practice, then, that would regulate the con- 
tinuance or removal of the chaplain by their good pleasure, without reference to 
the ordinary, would leave all the sacred interests of faith and morality at their 
capricious disposal ; and the bishop who would acquiesce in such a pernicious 
arrangement would himself cease to be the good shepherd; nay, he would be a 
hireling, handing over to the spiritual enemy, the mercenary, and the stranger, 
the care of his fold. 

As the Archbishop does not wish to impute to wilful perverseness the several 
gross misapprehensions of the Commissioners, so frequently repeated, he is at 
a loss to account for their pertinacity in asserting “ that he is determined to 
support the Rev. Mr. Ryan in his act of contumacy,” If they mean to insinuate 
that the Archbishop was resolved to support Mr. Ryan against the Commis- 
sioners, whatever might be the result of the inquiry as to his conduct, they in- 
sinuate what they are not warranted to assert; since the Archbishop, in the 
entire of this lengthened correspondence, offered no opinion on the merits or 
demerits of his case, beyond his just appeal to his ordinary, as his legitimate 
judge, regarding the due discharge or neglect of his spiritual duties. 

But if they mean to arraign the Rev. Mr. Ryan of contumacy to them on 
account of that very appeal (and this is the only practical meaning which this 
passage can have), then the Archbishop again begs to remind them that they may 
find in their own conduct a more guilty contumacy than that which they impute 
to the Rev. Mr. Ryan ; and to assure them that they labour under a great mistake 
if they imagine that he could tolerate pretensions so unhallowed and destructive 
to order and religion. 

This affair is well calculated to open the eyes of Catholic Ireland to the secular 
despotism that would be introduced into the church if once its clergy were to 
receive their stipend from the State. The Archbishop then begs, in conclusion, 
to throw back on the Commissioners all the responsibility of the state of things 
in the Tuam workhouse which must result from the suspension of the celebration 
of mass on Sundays, the only duty not still performed by the parochial clergy. 
The omission of this duly, with all the consequences resulting from it, he unhe- 
sitatingly ascribes to the bigotry of the Commissioners and their injustice to the 
clergy ; and while he again throws upon them the entire responsibility of the state 
of the workhouse, he begs to assure them, that in defence of his clergy, his flock, 
and his holy religion, all assailed by this tyrannical conduct, he will have further 
notice taken of the proceedings of men who appear far more anxious to usurp the 
spiritual jurisdiction of the Catholic hierarchy than to save the lives or mitigate 
the sufferings of the starving people. 

Of the Commissioners the humble servant, 

(signed) John M‘Emly, Secretary. 



— No. 33 . — 

(No. 29,522/49.) 

Lettee from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend T)r.MacHale, 
Roman-Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord Archbishop, 12 May 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland acknowledge your Grace’s letter of the 4th instant, under the signature of 
the Rev. John M‘Evily, and have given to its contents the fullest consideration. 

To that part of your Grace’s argument which mentions the authority of the 
Commissioners as of recent origin, and as derived from what your Grace is 
pleased to term “ a bigoted law,” the Commissioners can only reply, that what- 
ever authority may be confided to them by Act of Parliament they consider them- 
selves bound to exercise it, and they will continue to do so as long as they remain 
invested with such authority. 

Your Grace is not justified in stating that the Commissioners are anxious to 
usurp the spiritual authority of the Roman-catholic hierarchy. 

They disavow, on tiie contrary, all right to pronounce on the conduct of a chap- 
515. c 2 lain 
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Iain in merely spiritual matters, and any complaint made to them of dereliction 
in that respect they would unhesitatingly refer to the ordinary for his con- 
sideration. 

But tile chaplain of a ■workhouse has civil as well as spiritual duties. The par- 
ticular duty which the Rev. Mr. Ryan was called upon to answer for not per- 
forming was that of “ examining and catechizing the children in the workhouse 
once a month, recording the samcj and stating the general progress of the children 
in a book to be kept for that purpose for the information of the guardians.” This 
duty is prescribed in certain regulations which the Commissioners were authorized 
by Act of Parliament to frame for the guidance and control of the officers of work- 
houses ; and the above rule, having been therein laid down for the guidance 
and control of the chaplain, entails on him, as the Commissioners contend, a 
civil duty for the due performance of which he is responsible to the Commis- 
sioners. The Rev. Mr. Ryan declined to acknowledge any authority in the Com- 
missioners to calTon him to answer for his conduct as chaplain in this respect, 
and for this contumacy the Commissioners removed him from bis office. 

5Tour Grace observes that the Commissioners have improperly assumed that 
your Grace supports Mr. Ryan in this act of contumacy, inasmuch as no opinion 
has been offered by your Grace on the merits or demerits of his case, beyond the 
propriety of bis appealing to your Grace as the ordinary. 

Now, the appeal which Mr. Ryan made to your Grace was one and the same 
act with his denial of any authority in the Commissioners to call on him to 
answer for his conduct as chaplain, for which contumacy be was removed ; and 
your Grace, in justifying this act on the part of Mr. Ryan, must be truly said to 
support him in his contumacy. 

The Commissioners are well satisfied that they have duly discharged themselves 
of their official responsibility in this matter; but while they thankfully acknow- 
ledge the gratuitous services of the Roman-catholic clergy of the parish in 
attending, with your Grace’s permission, to the other spiritual wants of the 
inmates of Tuam workhouse, they cannot see without pain the continued absence 
of the celebration in the workhouse of that form of Divine service which the 
great majority of the inmates have been accustomed to attend ; and they entreat 
your Grace to take the subject into your further consideration, and enable the 
Coinmissioners to appoint a chaplain in pursuance of the statute. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W, Stanley^ Secretary. 



— No. 36. — 

(No. 34,086/49.) 

Letter from the Most Reverend Dr. MacHale, Roman-Catholic Archbishop 
of Tuam, to the Commissioners, 

The College, Tuam, 22 May 1849. 

From the last communication of the Poor-law Commissioners to the Archbishop 
of Tuam, it appears that they aimed at exercising entire and exclusive control 
over the chaplains of the workhouse, and that any reference or appeal to the 
ordinary from their capricious despotism is in itself an act of inexpiable con- 
tumacy. Such are now their pretensions manifest to the world, in despite of the 
elaborate sophistry with which they so- long strove to conceal their assaults upon 
the sanctuary of the Catholic church. 

By the perverse abuse of the dexterous distinction between spiritual and civil 
duties, unmeaningly repeated in every letter, they attempt to disguise their 
□ping encroachments upon episcopal rights and jurisdiction : with this convenient 
distinction between civil and spiritual duties, of which they constitute themselves 
the sole expositors and judges, they are sure to transform every spiritual duty 
into ^ciyil one, as they have already done with regard to the duty of teaching 
the Christian doctrine, one of the most sacred of the spiritual duties of the 
chaplains, and the right to discharge 'which is solely derived from the- legitimacy of 
their missions from their ordinary. With such a sliding instrunient in the hands 

of 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




CHAPLAINCY OF THE THAM WORKHOUSE. ' 21 

of the Commissioners, moved and managed solely by them, and which neither 
priest nor bishop ts it appears permilted to wield, it is not difficult to perceive 
how soon all the spiritual duties would assume the denomination of civil functions, 
and how the adjudication as to their exercise would be insisted on by the erasnin" 
tyranny or the Commissioners. “ 

Let, then, the Commissioners devote in future their valuable time and solicitude 
to the rehef of the poor who are dying in thousands, and expend their stationery 
and employ their staff of well-paid clerks in transferring to the Lords of the 
Treasury the reproach of their deaths from starvation; but let them forbear from 
wasting the time or insulting the common sense of any ecclesiastic by their 
awkward attempts to discuss the nature of spiritual duties, of which they appear 
so grossly ignorant, or to disguise their encroachments on the sacred jurisdiction 
or the Catholic hierarchy. 

They rely on the mere letter of an Act of Parliament, which, however bigoted, is 
rendered far more intolerable by the anti-catholic spirit with which the Commis- 
sioners are labouring to enforce it; the Archbishop relies on the Divine law, one 
iota of which he will not surrender. It is, then, a bootless controversy to strive to 
convince men who seem to be under the impression that there is no higher or 
holier law than an Act of Parliament, and that a salary to be withheld or given 
at the caprice of the Commissioners forms the chief reward of the labours of the 
chaplain. It is not the first time the hierarchy of Ireland were met in the dis- 
charge of their duties by penal and persecuting Parliamentary enactments. That 
bigoted Protestants, whose religion is a continued contumacy against the le<ri- 
timate authority of the Catholic church, should carry on the same system *of 
arrogance against its pastors, cannot excite surprise, since it is only diffusing 
through every succeeding scene a spirit in keeping and harmony with the firstf 
though it is to be hoped there are but few Protestants of the present day who 
wish to rival the intolerant conduct of the Commissioners. But that any dege- 
nerate sons of the Catholic church should be leagued in this unholy alliunce^of 
warring on the authority of the parent they pretend to venerate, should excite 
considerable scandal, if such mercenaries were not found in every age ready, at 
the suggestion of secular interest, to lay their hands on the sacred” Ark which 
they are forbidden to touch.-- 

That the Commissioners should lament the interruption of Divine worship, 
whilst its interruption is entirely attributable to their own bigoted intolerance* 
they must be calculating much on the simplicity of the Catholic people of Ireland! 
They may restore it by laying their intolerance aside, and doing justice to the clergy 
whom their bigotry continues to defraud of the rightful recompense of their 
arduous labours. Should they, however, persevere in withholding their salaries, 
let them not insult the clergy with the affectation of thanks, which they cannot 
but repudiate whilst they experience the bitter reality of tlieir injustice. With 
what singular consistency it comes from the Commissioners to entreat the Arch- 
bishop to enable them to appoint, they must mean to pay, a chaplain, after 
having, in defiance of his authority, proffered the situation to clergymen who 
were too virtuous to yield to this temptation to resistance. Let the Commissioners 
then, take heed not to imagine that money is a sufficient engine to sap the obe- 
dience which the clergy owe their bishops. Let them not again send round their 
inspector to purchase, like Simon Magus, with money, the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost ; or if they do, he may receive the memorable answer of St. Peter to that 
first and greatest of the believers in the unhallowed influence of money, “Let 
thy money be with thee unto perdition.’* Let them spare themselves any further 
correspondence on this subject with the Archbishop, being hereby informed that 
it will not be noticed by him, unless they atone for the past by resuming the 
arrangements mutually entered into in Ids absence, of having the salary paid to 
the parochial clergy, the appointed chaplain included, who discharge together with 
him the duties of the workhouse, or of leaving still the inquiry and adjudication 
of his supposed neglect in discharging duties solely connected with his spiritual 
office, to the Archbishop’s rightful jurisdiction. 

Of the Commissioners the obedient and humble servant, 

(signed) John M'Evih/, Secretary, 
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- - No, 37 . — 

(No. 34,086/49.) 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Most Reverend Dr. MacHak, 
Roman-Catholic Archbishop of Tiiatn. 

Poor-law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord, ^ _ 1 June 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in 
Ireland have to acknowledge your Grace’s letter of the 22d nltimo, relatimr to 
the vacant chaplaincy of the workhouse of Tuam Union, in which your Grace 
declines further correspondence with the Commissioners on the subject, unless 
they atone for the past hy having the salary formerly attached to the office of 
chaplain paid to the parochial cler^, the latter discharging jointly the duties 
of the office; or unless the Commissioners leave the inquiry and adjudication on 
the Rev. Mr. Ryan’s conduct to the jurisdiction of your Grace. 

On tile latter point I am to state that the fact of Mr. Ryan’s contumacy is 
clear and undisputed, and that therefore no inquiry thereon appears to be neces- 
sary ; nor do the Commissioners feel any doubt ot the propriety of the decision 
which they arrived at in removing Mr. Ryan from the office of chaplain ; they 
could not, therefore, feel themselves justified in referring the matter to your 
Grace for inquiry and adjudication. 

The proposed arrangement of making the chaplain’s salary payable to the 
parochial clergy, for performing jointly the duties of chaplain, is one which 
although adopted for a short time, under peculiar circumstances, and provisionally’ 
during your Grace’s absence, the Commissioners cannot revert to as a permanent 
arrangement, inasmuch as it is their duty to take order for the performance of 
religious service in Tuam workhouse, and for appointing a fit person to be 
the chaplain of the workhouse. This duty the Commissioners are anxious to 
discharge m accordance with the statute; and they request that your Grace' will 
enable them to do so, by permitting one of the reverend gentlemen, to whom it 
has been offered, to accept the appointment. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Stanley^ Secretary. 
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